
If you are considering itinerant vendor sales in the City of Missoula, it is important to understand 

which City, County, State and Federal regulations may apply.  Factors that will determine what Codes 

may apply and whether permits will be required include the location of vending, the type of vehicle or 

structure you vend out of, and the utility services used by the vending cart.  This information sheet is 

meant to help guide you through what may apply to your specific vending operation.  

LICENSING: 

All itinerant vendors operating in the City of Missoula require an Itinerant Vendor Business License 

through Community Planning, Development, & Innovation.

Fees for Itinerant Vendors are listed on the application form and available online: 
https://www.ci.missoula.mt.us/DocumentCenter/View/36561/Business-Licensing-Fees

LOCATION REQUIREMENTS: 

Use this chart to determine where itinerant vending is allowed and what restrictions may apply: 

Location of Vending Operation Requirement 

Vending in the Central Business District on the sidewalk. Vending is permitted until 9:00 PM. 

Vending in the Central Business District in the street. Vending is permitted until 9:00 PM.  Vendors using street 

parking spaces are required to obtain permission from the 

Parking Commission.  Vendors must adhere to Engineering 

Location  Requirements. 

Vending in the Central Business District in a private parking 

lot. 

Vending is permitted at all hours.  Vendors must have     

permission from property owner.  Vendors must adhere to 

Engineering Location  Requirements.  

Vending in the street or sidewalk anywhere outside of the 

Central Business District. 

Vending is not permitted. 

Vending in a private parking lot anywhere outside of the 

Central Business District. 

Vending may be permitted in any property located in a    

non-residential zoning district.  Permits may be required. 

Vendors must adhere to Engineering and Zoning      

Vending in a City Park. Vendors need to meet the MT State Statute of $750,000/

claim and $1.5 million/occurrence and name the City as an 

Additionally Insured party. 
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PERMITTING AND OTHER REQUIREMENTS: 

Use this chart to determine what other requirements may apply beyond receiving your Itinerant Vendor 

License. 

Pushcart Mobiles: 

Pushcart mobiles are small, self-contained units that serve a      

limited menu (e.g. hot dogs). At minimum, pushcarts must have a 

hand sink with hot and cold running water and equipment       

designed to heat and/or hold food at required temperatures. A 

commissary kitchen is required for food preparation, storage, and 

dishwashing, as well as for obtaining water and disposing of 

wastewater. 

Temporary Food Service (TFS): 

TFS vendors serve limited menus at events. These vendors      

prepare foods in a commissary and then set-up under a tent or     

awning using minimal support for temperature control and hand 

washing. TFS licenses are good for 14 consecutive or 21 non-

consecutive days at one event. 

Large Group Permits: 

If you plan to hold an event that may have 1,000 or more 

attendees, you need to contact the health department for a large 

group permit.  This permit reviews safety and sanitation      

resources to ensure a healthy and safe event. 

For more information, or to start the license application process, 

contact the Missoula City-County Health Department at      

406-258-4755 or evhealth@missoulacounty.us.

Itinerant Vendor and Mobile Sales in the City of Missoula

What is involved with your proposed vending operation? Requirements 

Food Sales Requires approval and licensure by Missoula County Health 

Department with few exceptions. 

Fixed Vending Carts Requires meeting Zoning, Building, and Engineering codes. 

Permitting Required. 

Drive-through vending carts (mobile and fixed) Requires meeting zoning and engineering requirements. 

Permitting required. 

Electrical work Electrical permits required. 

Water service and sanitary sewer installed Commercial plumbing permits and inspection required. 

Propane Use Requires approval from Fire Department. 
See NFPA Food Truck Safety Fact Sheet, attached. 

Signs Requires sign permits. 

Sales in any City Parks (including Fort Missoula Park) Requires approval and Concession Permit from City  Parks 

and Recreation Department. 

Food and Beverage Service 

A license is required to serve foods and beverages with the 

exception of commercially pre-packaged, self-stable items. 

There are several license types available depending on 

one’s method of service.  

Mobile Food Truck or Trailer: 

A mobile food truck or trailer is a fully-enclosed,      

self-contained unit. These mobiles may be designed so that 

they are self-sufficient and can operate independently, or 

they may be minimally designed and dependent on a    

commissary. Requirements for a mobile truck vary      

depending on the intended menu and the amount of     

preparation done on the unit. All mobiles,  regardless of 

commissary usage, must have a hand sink with hot and 

cold running water, mounted fresh water and wastewater 

tanks, and equipment designed to  adequately hold foods 

at required temperatures. In addition, they must have a 

servicing area where they can obtain water from a public 

water supply and properly dispose of wastewater. 

Solid Fuel Cookers/Smokers: 

Solid fuel used for cooking or smoking may be allowed  

depending on how the food is being prepared or served. 

Air Quality regulations may apply. 
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WHERE IN THE CITY OF MISSOULA IS ITINERANT VENDING PERMITTED: 

Use this map to determine where itinerant vending is permitted and what requirements apply: 

Itinerant and Mobile Sales in the City of Missoula 
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Chapter 5.56

STREET VENDORS

Sections:

5.56.010     Defined.
5.56.020     License requirement.
5.56.030     Permit requirement.
5.56.035     Parking.
5.56.040     Compliance with health and safety regulations.
5.56.050     Location of street vending operations.
5.56.060     Vending facilities.
5.56.070     Grievance procedure.

5.56.010 Defined. 
A. "Transient Vendor" is any person engaged or employed in the business of selling to consumers whether or
not for profit by going from consumer to consumer, either on the streets or to their places of residence or
employment and soliciting, selling or taking orders for future delivery of any goods, wares or merchandise,
which includes any or every person, firm or corporation, acting for himself or itself or representing any other
person, firm or corporation, who or which brings onto temporary premises within the city a stock of goods,
wares, or merchandise, notions or other articles of trade, other than farm, orchard, vineyard or garden
products, and who or which solicits, sells or offers to sell or exhibits for sale such stock of goods, wares or
merchandise, notions or other articles of trade at retail. This definition applies to persons vending food or other
merchandise from pushcarts, vehicles, trailers, or other readily mobile sources to customers within the City
limits. This all-inclusive definition applies to vendors coming into the City of Missoula to provide any type of
service (e.g. painters, contractors, tree trimmers, computer technicians, etc.), to residents within the City limits.
Nothing contained in this subsection shall apply to duly constituted city markets when and if operated by
authority of the city.

"Transient Merchant" means any person, firm or corporation acting for himself or representing any other 
person, firm or corporation who or which brings into temporary premises into the city any goods, ware, 
merchandise, notions or other articles of trade, other than farm, orchard, vineyard or garden products and who 
or which solicits, sells or offers to sell or exhibits for sale such stock of goods, wares, merchandise, notions or 
other articles of trade at wholesale A transient merchant can operate out of temporary premises for a period of 
ninety (90) calendar days in any 12 month period. 

B. Persons operating small motor vehicles primarily in residential neighborhoods which are constantly in
movement except when stopped to make sales shall not be considered street vendors for purposes of this
chapter. (Ord. 3342 §3, 2007; Ord. 2206 §1, 19.81: Ord. 2161 §1, 1980).

5.56.020     License requirement. 
. 
A. Except as provided in subsection C of this section, each individual engaging in transient vendor type
business within the City must first obtain a transient vendor/merchant license must be obtained prior to
soliciting any customer or offering any goods or products for sale. The cost shall be determined in accordance
with Chapter 5.08.

The short-term license shall be good for one week from the date of issuance. The long term license is good 
from the issue date through May 31 of the same licensing year. 

B. Except as provided in subsection C of this section, each individual engaging in transient merchant type
business within the City must first obtain a transient merchant license must be obtained prior to soliciting any
customer or offering any goods or products for sale. The cost shall be determined in accordance with Chapter
5.08.
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The license is only valid for a period of ninety (90) calendar days in any twelve month period. 

C. Any street vendor who is already licensed under Chapter 5.08 to conduct business in the city at a
permanent location shall not be required to obtain a separate business license for the street vending operation.

D. A nonpermanent street vendor stand may be used by a licensed business with no additional license
requirement if the stand is adjacent to the building in which the existing licensed business is located. Such
street vendor must conform in all respects with the remainder of the street vendor ordinance. (Ord. 3342§4,
2007; Ord. 2813 §1, 1992: Ord. 2206 § 1, 1981: Ord. 2161 §2, 1980).

5.56.030     Permit requirement. Street vendors selling food or drink shall be required to obtain any permit 
or approval from the city-county health department which that department deems necessary. 

Street vendors setting up in City of Missoula municipal parks shall be required to obtain any permit or approval 
from the City of Missoula Parks Department which that department deems necessary. (Ord. 3342 §5, 2007; 
Ord. 2813 §2, 1992: Ord. 2290 §1, 1982: Ord. 2206 §3, 1981: Ord. 2161 §3, 1980).

5.56.035  Parking. Street vendors setting up in the Central Business District will be allowed to park on the 
street utilizing the parking meters for a maximum of thirty (30) minutes for set up and removal of display and 
goods. The Street Vendor will be required to utilize an off street parking facility after the thirty minutes (30) for 
set up and removal. The Parking Commission will have the right to ticket or remove the vehicle in violation of 
this requirement as deemed necessary pursuant to written policies and procedures adopted by the Missoula 
Parking Commission. (Ord. 3342 §6, 2007)

5.56.040            Compliance with health and safety regulations. All business license applicants shall comply 
with health and safety regulations enacted by the city, county, and the state. The operation of any street vendor 
shall be subject to immediate shutdown by the health department in the event of a violation of such regulations, 
and the health department shall be empowered to suspend any of its permits already issued until the violation 
is corrected. (Ord. 2813 §3, 1992: Ord. 2206 §5, 1981: Ord. 2161 §5, 1980).

5.56.050 Location of street vending operations.  

A. Street vending operations conducted on public rights-of-way shall be subject to the following rules:

1. Street vending in the public right-of-way shall be permitted only in areas zoned "CBD" Central
Business District and only at locations where the street vendor does not obstruct visibility of
motorists at street, alley or driveway intersections;

2. When street vending facilities are located in parking spaces next to sidewalks, patrons shall be
served only upon the sidewalk, vending out of parking spaces is not permitted in the CBD
(Central Business District) unless permit is granted by the Parking Commission pursuant to
their written policies and procedures to allow vending out of parking space in the CBD;

3. Unless an exemption is granted by the parking commission director pursuant to subdivision 7 of
this section, street vending operations shall not be located within fifteen feet (15’) of any fire
hydrant, shall not block ingress or egress into any building and shall be conducted only upon
sidewalks and shall not be situated in such manner as to leave less than six feet of clear area
on the sidewalk, measured perpendicularly from edge of curb and/or any other obstruction
thereof, free for the passage of pedestrians;

4. Except in the case of street vending operations conducted by businesses adjacent thereto, no
street vendor shall locate any apparatus closer than ten feet to a door or in front of a window
display of any structure, without permission of property owner (5.56.050 section C); a window
display is considered any display of goods by a retail business;
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5. No street vending operations shall be conducted within fifteen feet of a fire hydrant;

6. A five-pound ABC Fire Extinguisher is required if a heating or cooking appliance is used by the
street vendor;

7. The director of the parking commission shall have power to grant exemptions to street vendors
from ordinances and rules governing overtime parking. Exemptions shall be issued only to the
business license applicant, shall be limited to two parking spaces, and shall be
nontransferable. Exemptions shall be effective only between eight a.m. and nine p.m. and shall
be effective only for the duration of the permit. Any exemptions granted by the parking
commission shall be noted on a certificate of exemptions issued pursuant to written policies
and procedures adopted by the Parking Commission; The Parking Commission will have the
right to ticket or remove the vehicle in violation of this requirement as deemed necessary by
the Parking Commission.

8. Street vending facilities shall be removed from the public right-of-way when not in use and must
be removed no later than nine p.m. each day.

9. During the hours of operation of any city approved farmers market or street market operation,
no street vending operations on public property or public right-of-way may conduct business
along or between blocks of Railroad Street (100W to 200E), Alder Street (100 W), Spruce
Street (100E), Pine Street (100W to 200E), Higgins Ave (300N to 500N) and Pattee Street
(300N to 500N) and as specified in the resolution creating the farmers or street market unless
operating as part of a city approved street market operation.  Further, participating members of
the street market must keep their vending operations within the city council approved
boundaries of the street market during the operating hours of the street market. Except that
this provision is not intended to affect any licensed business selling from a stand adjacent to
their licensed business location.

B. Street vending operations conducted on parking lots shall be subject to the following rules:

1. Street vending shall be permitted only in commercial and industrial zones; provided, that
persons conducting rummage sales and garage sales shall not be considered street vendors
for purposes of this chapter;

2. Parking lots upon which street vending operations are conducted must be in compliance with
the terms of Ordinance No. 1894, or its successor, with respect to the business or concern
served by such lots. No street vendor shall conduct a street vending operation on any parking
lot which does not comply;

Street vending facilities shall be located at least fifteen feet away from any traffic or fire lane in
a parking lot. Street vending operations shall be situated so as to minimize pedestrian traffic
across any such lanes.

C. Location of Street Vending and Adjacent Property Owner Requirements; The adjacent owner or tenant may
require the removal of a Street Vendors operation based on any one of the following criteria:

1. The Street Vendor directly competes with any goods, products or foods that the adjacent
merchant may have for sale.

2. If window shopping availability is important to the adjacent merchant or retailer, denial of a
location may be based on the fact that the Street Vendor operation potentially impairs or
impedes the ability of the public to window shop at the location.

3. The adjacent merchant or retailer desires to utilize the public sidewalk area for their own
business related purposes, such as for their own sales displays.
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4. Any denial may not be based on anything that constitutes a prohibited discriminatory practice
pursuant to Montana state law, such as race, creed, religion, color, national origin, age,
physical or mental disability, marital status or sex.

5. The Street Vendor will be given one (1) hour to move their operation from the adjacent property
per the adjacent property owners’ request if the Street Vendor meets the criteria of Section
5.56.050 Subsection C 1-4. (Ord. 3342 §8, 2007; Ord. 3239, 2003; Ord. 2813 §6, 1992; Ord.
2206 §4, 1981; Ord. 2161 §4, 1980).

5.56.060  Vending facilities. 

A. Facilities and equipment used by street vendors shall be constructed and used in a safe manner.

B. All facilities and equipment used by street vendors shall be portable.  This requirement shall be deemed
met if set-up time does not exceed thirty (30) minutes.

C. Size Restriction: Street vendor is limited to seventy five (75) square feet of vending area which includes
display of goods, storage of goods and any and all equipment, which includes tables; the street vendor is
limited to a maximum of two (2) tables measuring a maximum of thirty (30) square feet of table space for the
display of their goods.

D. Signs on self-contained vending units shall be attached to the surface of the unit. Sidewalk signs, as
defined by Section 15.64.030 MMC, (Codifier’s note: Correct reference should read: 19.90.030 (42)) are not
permitted.

E. Street vendors shall keep the area of operation free of debris and shall clean the area thoroughly upon
ceasing operations. Street vendors dispensing drink or food items shall provide at least one trash container for
use by patrons. (Ord. 3342, 2007; Ord. 2813 §5, 1992; Ord. 2206 §7, 1981; Ord. 2161 §7, 1980 )

5.56.070 Grievance procedure. Any person may file a complaint application with the city attorney about any 
street vendor. The city attorney's office shall review the evidence supplied by the complainant and any other 
evidence available to determine whether there exists probable cause to believe that the vendor in question has 
violated any provision of this chapter or any other ordinance or law. At the same time the city attorney's office 
shall refer the complaint to the Business Licensing Appeal Committee (5.08.130 E). The Business Licensing 
Appeal Committee shall notify the vendor in writing of the complaint, the nature thereof and the time and place 
for a hearing thereon. The hearing shall he held after the vendor has received notice of the complaint and has 
been given a reasonable time to appear and defend. If at the hearing it shall affirmatively appear that the 
vendor or his business operation in any manner interferes with the use of public or private property by virtue of 
the vendor's location, size, or method of doing business, the Business Licensing Appeal Committee may 
impose such conditions or sanctions upon the vendor's existing business license as he deems to be in the 
public interest, including but not limited to:

A. Ordering the vendor to change locations or to move from place to place more frequently;
B. Temporarily suspend the vendor's business license until the problem is satisfactorily corrected;
C. Attach other reasonable conditions to the vendor's business license.

If the Business Licensing appeal committee feels that matters brought forth by the complaint warrant revocation 
of the vendor's business license, he shall refer the matter to an appropriate committee of the city council. (Ord. 
3342, 2007; Ord. 2813 §6, 1992; Ord. 2206 §4, 1981; Ord. 2161 §4, 1980)
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NATIONAL FIRE
PROTECTION ASSOCIATION
The leading information and knowledge resource
on �re, electrical and related hazards

FACT SHEET » Food Truck Safety
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NOTE: This information is provided to help advance safety of mobile and temporary cooking operations. It is not intended to 
be a comprehensive list of requirements for mobile and temporary cooking operations. Check with the local jurisdiction for 
specific requirements. This safety sheet does not represent the official position of the NFPA or its Technical Committees. The 
NFPA disclaims liability for any personal injury, property, or other damages of any nature whatsoever resulting from the use 
of this information. For more information, go to nfpa.org/foodtrucksafety.



NFPA code references are provided at the end of each item. The red keys correspond to the NFPA food truck safety diagram. For more detailed information, see Annex B in NFPA 96.

GENERAL SAFETY CHECKLIST 

❑	 Obtain license or permits from the local authorities. [1:1.12.8(a)] G1
❑	 Ensure there is no public seating within the mobile food truck. G2
❑	� Check that there is a clearance of at least 10 ft away from buildings, structures, vehicles, and any 

combustible materials. [96:7.8.2; 96:7.8.3 for carnivals only] G3
❑	 Verify fire department vehicular access is provided for fire lanes and access roads. [1:18.2.4] G4
❑	� Ensure clearance is provided for the fire department to access fire hydrants and access fire

department connections. [1:13.1.3; 1:13.1.4; 1:13.1.5] G5
❑	� Check that appliances using combustible media are protected by an approved fire extinguishing 

system. [96:10.1.2] G6
❑ 	�Verify portable fire extinguishers have been selected and installed in kitchen cooking areas in accor-

dance with NFPA 10. [96:10.9.3] G7a
❑	� Where solid fuel cooking appliance produce grease-laden vapors, make sure the appliances are 

protected by listed fire-extinguishing equipment. [96:14.7.1] G7b
❑	 Ensure that workers are trained in the following: [96:B.15.1]: G8

❑	 Proper use of portable fire extinguishers and extinguishing systems [10:1.2] G8a
❑	 Proper method of shutting off fuel sources [96:10.4.1] G8b
❑	 Proper procedure for notifying the local fire department [1:10.14.9 for carnivals only] G8c
❑	 Proper procedure for how to perform simple leak test on gas connections [58:6.16, 58:6.17] G8d

FUEL & POWER SOURCES CHECKLIST 

❑	� Verify that fuel tanks are filled to the capacity needed for uninterrupted operation during normal 
operating hours. [1:10.14.10.1 for carnivals only] F1a

❑	� Ensure that refueling is conducted only during non-operating hours. [96:B.18.3] F1b
❑	� Check that any engine-driven source of power is separated from the public by barriers, such as physi-

cal guards, fencing, or enclosures. [96:B.16.2.2] F2
❑	� Ensure that any engine-driven source of power is shut down prior to refueling from a portable container. 

[1:11.7.2.1.2] F3
❑	� Check that surfaces of engine-driven source of power are cool to the touch prior to refueling from a 

portable container. F3a
❑	 Make sure that exhaust from engine-driven source of power complies with the following: F4 

❑	 At least 10 ft in all directions from openings and air intakes [96:B.13] F4a
❑	 At least 10 ft from every means of egress [96:B.13] F4b
❑	 Directed away from all buildings [1:11.7.2.2] F4c
❑	 Directed away from all other cooking vehicles and operations [1:11.7.2.2] F4d

❑	� Ensure that all electrical appliances, fixtures, equipment, and wiring complies with the NFPA 70®. 
[96:B.18] F5

PROPANE SYSTEM INTEGRITY  CHECKLIST 

❑	 Check that the main shutoff valve on all gas containers is readily accessible. [58:6.26.4.1(3)] P1
❑	� Ensure that portable gas containers are in the upright position and secured to prevent tipping over. 

[58:6.26.3.4] P2
❑	 Inspect gas systems prior to each use. [96:B.19.2.3] P3
❑	 Perform leak testing on all new gas connections of the gas system. [58:6.16; 58:6.17] P4
❑	� Perform leak testing on all gas connections affected by replacement of an exchangeable container. 

[58:6.16; 58:6.17] P5
❑	� Document leak testing and make documentation available for review by the authorized official. 

[58:6.26.5.1(M)] P6
❑	� Ensure that on gas system piping, a flexible connector is installed between the regulator outlet and

the fixed piping system. [58:6.26.5.1(B)] P7
❑	� Where a gas detection system is installed, ensure that it has been tested in accordance with the

manufacturer’s instructions. [96:B.19.2.1] P8

OPERATIONAL SAFETY CHECKLIST 

❑	� Do not leave cooking equipment unattended while it is still hot. (This is the leading cause of home 
structure fires and home fire injuries.) OA

❑	� Operate cooking equipment only when all windows, service hatches, and ventilation sources are fully 
opened. [96:14.2.2; 96:14.2.3] OB

❑	�� Close gas supply piping valves and gas container valves when equipment is not in use. [58:6.26.8.3] OC
❑	� Keep cooking equipment, including the cooking ventilation system, clean by regularly removing 

grease. [96:11.4] OD

SOLID FUEL SAFETY CHECKLIST (WHERE WOOD, CHARCOAL, OR OTHER SOLID FUEL IS USED)

❑	 Fuel is not stored above any heat-producing appliance or vent. [96:14.9.2.2] SA
❑	 Fuel is not stored closer than 3 ft to any cooking appliance. [96:14.9.2.2] SB
❑	� Fuel is not stored near any combustible flammable liquids, ignition sources, chemicals, and food 

supplies and packaged goods. [96:14.9.2.7] SC
❑	� Fuel is not stored in the path of the ash removal or near removed ashes. [96:14.9.2.4] SD
❑	� Ash, cinders, and other fire debris should be removed from the firebox at regular intervals and at least

once a day. [96:14.9.3.6.1] SE
❑	� Removed ashes, cinders, and other removed fire debris should be placed in a closed, metal container 

located at least 3 ft from any cooking appliance. [96:14.9.3.8] SF

NFPA RESOURCES
NFPA 1, Fire Code, 2015 Edition
NFPA 1 Fire Code Handbook, 2015 Edition
NFPA 58, Liquefied Petroleum Gas Code, 2017 Edition 
LP-Gas Code Handbook, 2017 Edition
NFPA 70®, National Electrical Code®, 2017 Edition
National Electrical Code® Handbook, 2017 Edition 

NFPA 96, Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire 
Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations, 
2017 Edition

NFPA 96: Standard for Ventilation Control and Fire 
Protection of Commercial Cooking Operations 
Handbook, 2017 Edition

FACT SHEET » Food Truck Safety  (continued)

For more of these resources,
become an NFPA member

http://www.nfpa.org/membership
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