Land Use Recommendations
2035 Our Missoula Growth Policy
Summary of Residential Land Uses with associated typical zoning:
Residential Land Uses
Residential Rural

Basic Description
Less than and including 1 du/2 acres

Residential Low Density
Residential Medium Density
Residential Medium – High Density
Residential High Density

Between 1 du/acre and 2 du/acre
Between 3 du/acre and 11 du/acre
Between 12 du/acre and 23 du/acre
Greater than 24 du/acres

Current Relatable Zoning
R215, R80, Cluster & Conservation
option, OP2
R40, R20
RT10, R8, R5.4, RT5.4
RT2.7, RM2.7, RMH, R3
RM1-35, RM1-45, RM1.5, RM0.5

Primarily Special Purposes, General: lands administered by the United States Forest
Special purpose land use address land use
patterns where major private development
activity is discouraged due to constraints on
the land and that complement the community’s
development activity with spaces like large
parks, conserved lands, public facilities and large
schools lands.
Parks and Open Lands:
Parks and Open Lands is designated for larger
park areas that are in public ownership, larger
common areas that are intended for use by a
group of residents, or larger conservation lands
that indicate a partnership between a public
group and the private landowner. These areas
are generally open in character and may or
may not be developed for active recreational
purposes. This category includes conservation
easements which may not be open for public
use. Small scale parks, common areas and
conservation areas are considered a part of the
fabric of general surrounding land uses and in
that way are recognized but are not necessarily
pin-pointed on the Future Land Use Map.
Public Quasi Public:
This designation is for land with structures
or uses, such as schools, airport, community
buildings, cemeteries and utility facilities. Land
currently owned by public agencies or held
in reserve for future development or public
facilities also receive this designation. Federal
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Service (USFS), State owned lands administered
by Fish, Wildlife and Parks (FWP), and
conservation and recreation sites are also public
lands but are designated Open and Resource or
Parks and Open Lands.
Open and Resource:
This land use designation is intended to protect
important resource land and areas of natural
hazard while also recognizing that those lands
may be within private ownership. Open and
Resource fulfills several objectives including
limiting development in areas where natural
resources are present generally including the
river corridor, drainages, riparian and wetland
areas, wildlife corridors, floodplain along the
primary water ways, steep hillside, and areas
far from community services. Residential
development is clearly intended as the
secondary use of the land. While Open and
Resource is not a residential designation, one
dwelling per 40 acres may meet the intent of
the classification in some cases if other Plan
goals and policies are met. Any development
that does occur should be grouped or clustered
in order to minimize impacts to resources.
Gravel extraction operations are considered
a resource-based use. By state law, gravel
extraction is allowed in all zoning districts
except residential. Buffering from adjacent uses
is essential if gravel extraction is explored within
this designation.
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